WE LEARNED ABOUT ALL THE NEW TOYS OF MODERN WARFARE, BARBED WIRE, LAND MINES. AND A
REAL DOOZY, THE MACHINE GUN... THOUGHT UP BY SOME AMERICAN-BORN ENGLISHMAN WHO WHEN THE WAR STARTED,

SUPPOSEDLY GOT THE IDEA WHEN SOMEBODY TOLD HIM. *IF YOU WANT TO MAKE A PILE OF MONEY, ! i BOTH SIDES HAD PLENTY

INVENT BOMETHING THAT WOULD LET EUROPEANS CUT BACH OTHER'S THROATS WITH GREATER FACILITY. OF YOUNG MEN WITH ,(( RS Vgt 4,

i T . i — T i £ PLENTY OF *ELANT,, - vy

“ - s

R gy el

: B2 mACHINE THE *corrER | LN 4 ¥ g | srrir paEy BURNED
AND AT THREE FTRI  MELL,” THE “RIVETER, E P 4, P THROWEH BOTH LIKE THERE
HUNDRED ROUNDS & { Iy WHATEVER YOU WANNA - - WAS NO TOMORROW.
MINUTE, WHAT A PILE fy? CALL IT, THE MACHINE ‘
OF MONEY HE MUST GUN CHANGED L g =
HAVE MADE. 4 EVERYTHING ABOUT THAT ; : T -
WAR, EXCEPT THE MINGS ‘ - .

OF THE GENERALS
RUNNING IT.

i ‘v}-\-‘f [PEVSE

: "ENLIGHTENED,” “"CIVILIZED" EUROPEANS, THE e i-q
: CHILDREN OF THE RENAISSANCE AND THE .
i o “AGE OF REASON,” JUST KEPT WALKING INTO |
: EACH OTHER'S MACHINE GUN FIRE...

T LABGAIN.. AND

AGAIN... AND

AGAIMN.., AND

AGAIN...
e ," v 7 — X 'y,
S A LR el e ! £ 7,
N R 1 - g ALLS T y
SN P W NNy e o :
BN B e ) Y e kB A

‘CAUSE THE OLD MEN CALLING THE SHOTS, THE ONES WHO GREW UP BEFORE
THESE NEWFANGLED WHATCHAMACALLITS... THEY STILL THOUGHT ALL YOU NEEDED
WAS 00D OLD-FASHIONED COURAGE, WHAT THE FRENCH CALLED *ELANY




WE LEARNED ABOUT BATTLES LIKE THE “MEAT

GRINDER OF VERDUN,” WHERE SOMETHING LIKE 160,000

FRENCHMEN DIED IN JUST ELEVEN MONTHS...

| wWE LEARNED

2R ¥ %
s e o
o' 1) \ °
%
=
g

ABOUT ANOTHER

THE DEATH

OF DEATH,

OF THE MIND.

N
AND "THE GREAT F#s* |ip

F THE SOMME.” WHERE
1000 BRITISK BOYS DIED
IN JUST ONE DAY!

I PERSONALITIES THAT CRUMBLED TO

DUST. BREATHING STATUES THAT

| STARED SILENTLY INTO DARKNESS.

LIKE TSPANISH
Fi.U* iT BECAME
SUCH AN
EPIDEMIC THAT
DOCTORE FINALLY | 4

GOT AROUND To [
| GIVING IT A NAME:

*SHELL SHOCK”

Taeee 8 B
. 05 )

- a1 i
FOR ME, THOSE POOR BASTARDS HAD
ANOTHER NAME, ONE THAT SOME OF MYy

CREOLE FRIENDS USED TO TALK ABOUT. B

il ‘i N 3
; . ‘ iy, 1“
), é‘ d § | I

i

Wit

TZOMBIES,” THE
LIVING DEAD.




WE ALSO LEARNED ABOLY "NO-MAN'S-LAND"; THAT THIN
BNAKE OF DEAD DIRT BETWEEN THE ALLIED AND THE GERMAN R a8 8 2N R g

TRENCHES, iN A WAR OF STALEMATE AND ATTRITION, T H i N iy
SEESAWED BARELY A FEW YARDS IN EITHER DIRECTION. FROM

R nE B THE FOLLOWING DAYS
0k it o WERE FILLED WITH
THE ALPS 1O THE NORTH SEA, MORE MEN DIED THERE THAN 1§ Fi ™ y AN TRAININ'..
ANY OTHER PLACE IN THE WORLD. YOUNG MEN JUST LIKE Us, L. ) N : ) )
WHO WERE NOW NOTHIN' BUT BONE CHIPS AMONG THE ; B S i

DEBRIS, AND SHELL CRATERS, AND ENIPERS..,

- tr
4

f SNIPERS LIKE THE

| ONE WHO KiLLED _
DAVE ON OUR FirsT S
DAY AT THE FRONT. 3

163



WE LEARNED WE WEREN'T
THE ONLY BLACK TRODPS § _ | TP"I.EY HAD THEIR OWN |
Fl@HinG FOR THE FRENCH. B CO AL UNITS,

HEY, SARGE, THESE

E YOUR PEOPLE, RigHT? {k

HOW COME YOU DON'T 4
L SPEAK AFRICAN TO THEM? [/ WYy, 78RN

MOROCCANS AND
SENEGALESE.

. T e
NEITHER OF US SPOKE
MUCH FRENCH,

CAN YOUR TiNy
INTUTHANE BRAIN EVEN

i ; BUT TRADE, I'VE ALWAYS s ; IMAGINE HOW VAST OUR
R

FOUMD, IS THE BEST
WAY TO COMMUNICATE,

By .‘ |

P TVE LESS IN

Y COMMON WITH THESE

; CHAPS THAN THE b |
FROGGIES HAVE witH 2R Y| E

AND THE BEST WAY
TO MAKE FRIENDS,

J ; ¥ - 4 - b
Vg # l X A E - - .
J BEST WAY TO MAKE BRIENDS, ‘
2L

-‘:_\ R T T ST
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MAYBE WE OWED ‘EM

Y usceo
| wakme
\ /sFEBE! |

%] AND BOOD, 600D FIGHTERS! 80 GOOD THAT I HEARD THE FRENCH | '3
£ GOVERNMENT USED TO ACTUALLY PAY THEM TO TAKE PRIBONERS

INSTEAD A’ KILLIN® THEM ALL! MAYBE THE BRASS HATS IN PARIS
FIGURED ALL BLACK FOLKS COULD FIGHT LIKE THAT.

o
.

YEAH, THEY WERE
dsm MORE THAN WE KNEW, 2 S A s;v%:i ff;w
et 4 T ! 3 3
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WE HAD OTHER

;'Q VISITORS TOO...
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MUD, COOTIES,
RATS AS BiG AS A
PULLMAN SLEEPRER
CAR. HELLUVA way
TO FISHT A WAR.

SHOULDA "

[ UsSED THE BLUNT %
| BIDE. NOW YOU'RE
GONNA HAVE TO
CLEAN 1.

¥ vousor
¥ A BETTER way, |
JOHNSON?  f

A 28

WHY DON'T wg
amd  JUST GET RID OF ‘BEM
f, ALL? BAS 'EM OUT OR

'SIDES, WE GOT o
OTHER FRIENDS T0 i1 I
- DEAL WITH, -

WE'D PICK "EM OUT EVERY DAY, DROP-  §
f EM N CANDLES OR FRYING PANS, HEAR &
THEM GO FOP-POP-POP, OR JUST RUN :
CUR PANTS OVER A CANDLE AND HEAR B
{ EM CRACKLE BY THE HUNDREDS. AND B
} ALL THE TIME IT SEEMED LIKE WE WERE §

JUST MAKIN ROOM FOR MORE. :

-‘ﬁ & WE NEED ‘EM.
Li{ | WHO'S GONNA CLEAN
’ i UPALL THOSE DRAD
/& BODIES OUT THERE IV
8 NO-MAN'S-LAND? &

¢ N
Z ',"‘;

WE HAD "COOTIES,”
| BODY LICE. IN OUR
HE CLOTHES. OUR HAIR,
: HELL, EVEN OUR
EYEBROWS,

—
i
!
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e~ "LEARNED 7O LY, IF'?riNE?R\T/EQT?f‘KS
| AINT THAT GRAND? NO JIEAVEN
b MUD, NO RATE.. S ORE

St AND NO WaY YOU
EVER GONNA GET TO
FLY, 'CEPT ON THE g8
WAY TO HEAVEN,

THAT PILOT,
= X HE 18 ONE OF L
. ours, <, Tam

EUSENE JAQUES
¥ BULLARD CAME HERE 1O
FIGHT WITH OUR FOREIGN

LEGION BEFORE HEZ
LEARNED TO FLY,

(14



BN  "BOMBARDMENT” FOR
N VETERANG OF THE GREAT
I WAR, NG OTHER WORD
) PACKS THAT KINDA FEAR.

oA N AN . i
N\ Nf}:

1

R ~
SR I

Ta ¥ r:‘.'
= N, % \

THAT DAMM Ly
BOCHE PLANE WA A L LEZ
20y R
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BI& GUNS WERE THE KING OF THE BATTLEFIELD,
WiTH BOTH SIDES BLASTIN' EACH OTHER'S
TRENCHES AS REGULAR AS SORINGTIME RAIN,

1o gV “\j Pz E ‘1\' :

NN VAT LI
NE OF MANY THINGS

E'D SEE EVERY TIME
& CLOSED OUR EYES,

L

£Q

Z

7

%

& THOUSANDS OF GUNS, SOME 50 BIG
THEY COULD HIT PARIS, SOME SO
LOLID THEY COULD BE HEARD IN
ENGLAND, 60 MANY SHELLS WERE
' ‘ FIRED THAT AT ONE POINT THEY
" | L | AVERAGED SIXTY EVERY SECOND..,
= S AT, ) SO MANY THAT EVEN THE *DUDS,”
%3 f BURIED AND LONG FORGOTTEN, KEEP
KILLIN' FOLKS TO THIS DAY,

YOU NEVER FORGET THAT FEBLIN, i
[ BEIN' SO HELPLESS,,, 50 EXPOSED.. N
AND JUST 80 GODDAMN SCARED, Loy

RN

PUVAL,
EST-CE QUE
TU FAIS??

Pl THAT wAE THE FIRST TIME WE Bl
# SAW WHAT A "TACK JOHNSONT f "
COULD DO TO A HUMAN BCDY. [ IR




KW WL YL )

B YOU NEVER KNOW

| WHO'S GONNA CRACH

| IN A BOMBARDMEN

Ty T
[, A o

A—

IT MISHT TAKE
YEARS, LIKE WITH THAT [ <=8
POOR FRENCHIE.

W LEUTENANT, T
§ "\ srav pownr kg

KEEP 'EM DOWN ON
THE FARM..

116
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- THEYLL
b N -, NEVER WANT TO
bl a 1

o 2 - ; ;

# A BEE A RAKE OR
h PLOW...

& k
HOW YA GONNA
EED "EM AWAY EROM

AND WHO THE e N, "V
DEUCE CAN PARLAYVOUS  §
jul O !




Li@HT...
BY FRENCH

RS |
THE SITUATION ALONG =

THE ENTIRE FRONT 1S GRIM, FOR
THE FIRST TIME THE BOCHE HAS

PUSHED TO WITHIN ARTILLERY RANGE

OF PARIS, IF YO CAN BELIEVE IT, THIS
8 STILL CONSIDERED A "QUIET"

SECTOR... AT LEAST FOR THE
MOMENT,

A D YOUR “MEN .
OF BRONZE” MUST BEGIN MANNING
QUR LISTENING POSTS...

g DASICALLY MEANT A HMOLE ON
OUR SIDE OF "NO-MAN"G-LAND.”

BOTH SIDES TRIED TO RAID EACH OTHER'S TRENCHES FOR
PRISONERS THEY COULD SQUEEZE FOR INFORMATION,

50 OUR JOB WAS TO LISTEN FOR THE QOTHER

BUY'S RAIDERE... AND TRY NOT 1O GET
SLUGGED BEFORE SOUNDIN' THE ALARM,

121




P T I AW
= ,}%a;_ e % THIS PARTICULAR NIGHT, MaY T
vy a0 = o= ‘\@ 118, JOMNSON HAD LISTENING
7. e 4 - -, POST DUTY WITH PRIVATE

= N NEEOHAM ROBERTS,
i ey 1y g
. 2 o
= =
A
g:"' /f'»_'zr' e i"‘ ;- >
Aue@/,,r_));&#; = 3
.:-’._)' _--.\ ’.l - /) K < e == ‘-;
o) SOMETME K Teemmt LG T
. o UND e . I l‘_§-—_. . a %’ g, T S LEST
MIDNIGHT. . | iy el
1)
- S
= HEY,
< JOHNSON..,
| = > ALERYIHT
// : \\ e CORPORAL OF THE
\ S . GUARD!
s - - . < % )




WHAT HAPPENED NEXT BECAME ONE OF THE MOST PUBLICIZED EVENTS
E  OF THE WAR, IRVIN S, COBB, A WHITE SOUTHERN JOURNALIST, AND AN 3
QUTSPOKEN BIGOT TO BOOT, PESCRIBED THE INCIDENT BY WRITING.., - . a _
3 s . - N . — i “THEY WERE SOLDIERS WHO =iy,
. WORE THEIR UNIFORMS WITH
A SMARTENED PRIDE...”

"y
Sh FE e
Gy -

7

" WHO EXPRESSED A SINCERE,
HEARTFELT iNCLINATION.™

I %GTO BET A WHACK
AT THEIR FOE.."

"IF EVER PROOF WAS NEEDED, WHICH IT 1S NOT, THAT THE COLOR OF A MAN'S SKIN MAS NOTHING TO
DO WITH THE COLOR OF HIS 8OUL, THIS TWAIN THEN AND THERE OFFERED IT IN ABUNDANCE"

124 75



A WORD THAT B | - SOMETIMES IN DERISION..”

£ : a 3 HAS BEEN
i % | UTTERED
"AS A RESULT OF WHAT OUR | . L i i R LLIONS
BLACK SOLDIERS ARE GOING . e = ]
TO DO IN THIS WAR..*

% BUT WHICH I
AM SURE
NEVER FELL ON
BLACK EARS...

- BT IT LEFT
BEMHIND A STING FOR
THE HEART..”




=~ il . . R g r 5 ‘ o
- NG B ol b

"9 .18 GOING TO HAVE {2,
& | NEW MEANING FOR
Y ALL OF Us..°

3

AL AND THAT | B
4 HERearTER. | o

i}
4 _: "WWILL MERELY BE ANOTHER WAy
. OF SPELLING THE WORD.,,.*




LHCE A

GORILLA.

THOMAS M. JOHNSON,
NEW YORK EVENING SUN, MARTIN

WHADYA EXPECT? THE
A GREEN, NEW YORK EVENING WORLD, AND i

ARTIST WAS WHITE. NEXT TIME

WE'LL GET PRIVATE PIPPIN® OF CouRrse| E NOTORICUS
TO PAINT A REAL PRETTY MR. COBB! 1y -~ < 54
AND NOW,

PORTRAIT OF YOU,

L

THANKS TC :’
YOUu, WE'RE
FAMOUS IN

GERMANY &

=

*THE HARLEM HELLFIGHTERS,” N
THAT'S WHAT FRITZEE'S CALLIN'

US NOW, "THE HARLEM
HELLFIGHTERS!

B o cares soUT
THE DAMN PICTURE!

B NEWSPAPERMEN CANT [l W
k. SET ENOUGH A YOUI ‘*T’. :

R e,

| *HORACE PIPPIN - A 369TH |8/ 4
SOLDIER WHO LATER BECAME
% ONE OF THE MOST
i PROMINENT BLACK ARTISTS O
S THE BARLY 20T+ CENTURY.
ki B HH ] | i

YA THINK T4 i
8B ENOUGH TO GET ME T8N
MY MEDAL A" HONOR? i

THIE WL HAVE 3
TO DO. W

THE FRENCH
CROIX DE GUERRE. THE |
*CROSS OF WAR.




Hi
FRITZEE'S TRENCH, NAE
SOME BUSHERS®

AND YOU ARE Z
THE FIRST AMERICAN, Y
BLACK OR WHITE, 10

AND FOR HEAVEN'S
SAKE, CHECK AND RECHECK
THE BLOCDY SEALS ON YOUR
BLOODY BAS MASKS! ‘l

WEAPONS AND AMMS, T4
A MAKE SURE MOTHING

LIEUTEMNANT, \
THIS 18 YOUR FIRST
i TIME CEADING MEN iN
COMBAT, NO?

132 ; -



YOU THINK I DON'T
KNOW HOW MUCH You
HAVE TO BROVE? YOU THINK
YOUR TRIBE is THE FIRST TO
KNOW INTOLERANCED THAT
TSURIS BEHIND YOUR BYES,
LEAVE IT WERE, THINK ONLY
OF YOUR MISSION AND
YOUR MEN, THEY NEED
THEIR PLATOON LEADER
TONIGHT, NOT A BLACK
ATLAS,

' | *anD AopLE-BLOSSOMS §
FILL THE AIR” :

WHEN SPRING
COMES BACK WITH
RUSTLING SHADE"

GOOP BOOK,
WON'T HELP yOu
O

THIS WAS
DAVE'S COLLECTION ]
QF POEMS,

A Y sHaKESPEARES PALL
DUNBAR?

NAM, THESE ARE FROM AN X
AMERICAN WHO YOLUNTEERED TO
FIGHT WITH THE FRENCH LONG 2
BEFORE WE CAME OVER, - p

< .\aﬁ

"WHEN SPRING BRINGS
BACK BLUE DAYS AND FAIR"

HE MUSsTA

B KNOWN ME WASNT L ; IHAﬁ&%ﬁ?ﬁ?’O%
COMIN' HOME. _ e i
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“AND CLOSE My .
BYES AND QUENCH e :
MY BREATH” P *
ay T ’
erd , kS I T
. S
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T MAY BE HE SHALL
TAKE MY HAND~

-_—

-

&

A "AND LEAD ME INTO
HIS DARK LAND"

P 24
~

ey
~ ’ ‘
v
-"‘- 7
¥
)
ST MAY BE I
BHALL PASS
HIM STILLY

-ty

“ON SOME SCARRED
SLOPE OF BATTERED
L

YAND THE FIRST
MEADOW-FLOWERS

"WHEN SPRING

COMES
ROUND AGAIN
THIS YEAR"

¢ -

T HAVE A RENOBZVOUS
WITH DEATH."

#" ’
% . B ¢
AT\ 5
i:é” 4 /
4
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. ] HEMELLED LIKE MOLDY HAY,

B T WAS DESIGNED TO  IE

B FLOAT DOWN, NOT Up,

B SO A MAN DIVING FOR

B COVER WOULD HAVE I J

B TOLENNTTLLTHE B i
| £r00TING sToppeD. Bl

PUTAIN DE
R N —— T MERDE!

= weacON W

i T DIDN'T ALWAYS KILL &
RIGHT AWAY. TONCE  HB
i HEARD THAT THE .
| GENIUS WHO INVENTED §
: IT BOT HIMSELF A
BO0D WHIFF, WENT TO 8
E A PARTY, AND DIED
LATER THAT MIGHT,

¥ WHETHER THAT'S TRUE OR

| NOT, I DON'T KNOW, BUT 8
f BOTH SIDES MADE SURE :
i TO MIX THEIR PHOSGENE

| WITH OTHER GAZEs.. | Y
) o | -.ousT 10 52 on
| THE SAFE 8D,
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